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Freehold Borough School District 

District Mission 

We will inspire the creativity and imagination of all students and empower them as 

knowledgeable, skillful, and confident learners who flourish and contribute willingly in a 

changing world. 

Core Beliefs 

We believe that: 

 All people have inherent worth. 

 Life-long learning is basic to the survival and advancement of society. 

 The primary influence on the individual's development is the family in all its forms. 

 Valuing diversity is essential to individual growth and the advancement of society. 

 All individuals have strengths and human potential has no known limits. 

 Democracy thrives when individuals accept responsibility for their choices. 

 Being trustworthy builds trust. 

 Creativity and imagination are essential for society to flourish. 

 A safe environment is essential for the well-being of the individual and for society to 

flourish 
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Freehold Borough School District 

Philosophy 

The philosophy for our curriculum is developed with a democratic system of beliefs and values.  

Believing that our students deserve the best education, our curriculum is aligned to the most 

current New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards and current statewide assessments.  Our 

scope and sequence is vertically and horizontally aligned.  The progression of objectives 

embraces decades of rigorous research, conducted both independently and at the university level, 

and acknowledges that children develop differently and that learning experiences and strategies 

for performance are differentiated.  Our borough is a diverse community, rich in tradition and 

spirit.  Knowledge is a fusion balancing authentic experience and content, which language arts 

literacy skills are integrated with other content areas.  Our curriculum contains common 

expectations that are rigorous and student centered, and teachers, who are most proximal to the 

children, will use this document as an instrument to ensure student success. 

To ensure that our children are successful and receive the best education, this curriculum 

document, our staff will continuously collaborate on this living document.  We will develop 

purposeful and effective formative and summative assessments which measure growth of our 

curriculum and inform our instruction.  Finally, we will continuously seek to grow professionally 

through professional development, which is aligned to statewide regulations, but specifically 

geared to benefit our curriculum, school, and children. 

General Curriculum & Instruction Objectives 

 Teachers will employ lessons that are aligned to our curriculum and framed utilizing 

current research-based methods and techniques that focus on student achievement 

 Our lessons will be structured according to statewide and district standards and our 

teachers will have flexibility to ensure that lessons meet the needs of all learners 

 Units and lessons will be differentiated  

 Curriculum is be student focused on success and balances developmental theory and 

psychometric standards 

 Democratically developed benchmarks and assessments will be utilized to gauge student 

and curricular growth.  Assessment will be multidimensional and developed according to 

student need. 
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Educational Outcome Goals/Course Overview 

The digital age has transformed social studies education, allowing 21st-century learners to 

transcend the limits of time and place and experience historic events virtually. By expanding 

their learning networks through online collaboration with experts and other students from around 

the world, New Jersey social studies students develop an increased depth of understanding of our 

global society. At the same time, their understanding of the fundamental principles and values of 

American democracy and citizenship provides the conceptual framework that allows them to 

make informed decisions about local, national, and international issues and challenges.  

In grades K-4, students learn fundamental concepts about government, citizenship, geography, 

economics, and history. The focus of instruction is on developing an understanding of core 

democratic values, the rights and responsibilities of American citizens, and how key people and 

events contributed to the development of the American heritage. Exploration of cultural 

universals enables students to realize how the availability of resources, the changing 

environment, and innovation impact everyday life. 

The kindergarten Social Studies curriculum focuses attention on an exploration of holidays, 

symbols, basic map skills, citizenship, family, and rules through digital and collaborative 

learning experiences.  Starting their educational foundation, kindergarteners will begin 

developing a new understanding of the topics.    
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Core Materials 

McGraw Hill Education, Networks Social Studies, Living, Learning and Working Together 
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Pacing Guide 

Unit Anticipated Timeframe 

Unit 1 – Civics, Citizens and Community Approximately 6 Weeks 

Unit 2 – People and Culture Approximately 6 Weeks 

Unit 3 – Community Helpers and Economic 

Forces 

Approximately 6 Weeks 

Unit 4 – The Global Community Approximately 6 Weeks 
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Unit Plan Title 
 

Unit 1 - Civics, Citizens and Community 

Suggested Time Frame Approximately 6 weeks 

 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

This unit establishes how responsibility plays a role in today’s society and makes connections to 

the students’ own lives.  They will compare and contrast how citizens treat each other.  

 

An understanding of the historical foundations and underlying values and principles of American 

democracy prepares learners to make informed, responsible decisions as citizens and to value 

participation as citizens of the nation and the world.  Students will know what citizenship is. 

Positive relationships often depend on courtesy, honesty, and fairness when playing with others. 

 

Citizenship & Community:  1.  Rules & Laws • Understanding why we have rules • Following 

class procedures and routines • Identifying rules that are followed in different settings • 

Respecting others • Staying safe 2.  Rights & Responsibilities • Defining the qualities of a good 

citizen • Constitution & Constitution Day • Identifying authority figures that help keep order • 

Fairness & Equality: common good, identify discrimination/bullying • Diversity: individual 

characteristics. 

 

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 
Standards to be covered… 

6.1.P.A.1: Demonstrate an understanding of rules by following most classroom routines. 

6.1.P.A.2: Demonstrate responsibility by initiating simple classroom task and jobs.  

6.1.P.A.3: Demonstrate appropriate behavior when collaborating with others. Rules and laws are 

developed to protect people’s rights and the security and welfare of society. 

6.1.4.A.1: Explain how rules and laws created by community, state, and national governments 

protect the rights of people, help resolve conflicts, and promote the common good.  

6.1.4.A.2: Explain how fundamental rights guaranteed by the United States Constitution and the 

Bill of Rights (ie., freedom of expression, freedom of religion the right to vote, and the right to 

due process) contribute to the continuation and improvement of democracy. American 

constitutional government is based on principles of limited government, shared authority, 

fairness, and equality.  

6.1.4.A.3: Determine how “fairness,” “equality,” and the “common good” have influenced 

change at the local and national levels of the United States government. Rules and laws are 

developed to protect people’s rights and the security and welfare of society.  

6.1.4.A.11: Explain how the fundamental rights of the individual and the common good of the 

country depend upon all citizens exercising their civic responsibilities at the community, state, 
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national, and global levels.  

6.3.4.A.1: Evaluate what makes a good rule or law.  

6.3.4.D.1: Identify actions that are unfair or discriminatory, such as bullying, and propose 

solutions to address such actions. 

 

Enduring Understandings: 

 Active citizens exercise their rights and 

responsibilities by participating in 

democratic processes. 

 Rules and laws help maintain order and 

fairness, and keep people safe in our 

community. • Individuals have rights 

and these rights are protected. • 

Communities have leaders. • 

Citizenship is a lifelong endeavor that 

begins with becoming a contributing 

member of the classroom community. • 

Rules and laws are developed to protect 

people’s rights and the security and 

welfare of society. • Our government 

was founded on the principles of 

fairness, equality, and respect for 

diversity as well as the common good. • 

It is the responsibility of citizens to 

actively participate in government. • 

Active citizens in the 21st century 

recognize that people have different 

perspectives based on their beliefs, 

values, traditions, culture, and 

experiences.  

   Identify stereotyping, bias, prejudice, 

and discrimination in their lives and 

communities.   

 Are aware of their relationships to 

people, places, and resources in the 

local community and beyond.  

  Make informed and reasoned decisions 

by seeking and assessing information, 

asking questions, and evaluating 

alternate solutions.  

 Develop strategies to reach consensus 

and resolve conflict.  

 Demonstrate understanding of the need 

for fairness and take appropriate action 

against unfairness. 

 

Essential Questions: 

 What is a rule and why do we need to 

follow them? 

 What is a good way to solve a conflict? 

 How are you a responsible 

member/citizen of your classroom? 

 Why should people be treated with 

respect and fairness? 

 Why is a vote a fair way to make a 

decision? 

 What happens when you do not follow 

a rule at home or in your community. 

  What characteristics define good 

citizenship in a school setting?   
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Knowledge: 
Students will know… 

 Rules vary depending upon the setting 

(ie., school, bus, cafeteria, playground).  

 Authority figures are responsible for 

keeping children safe and happy at 

home, in school and in the community 

(ie., parents, teachers, school staff, 

principal).  

 Voting is a right.  

 Community leaders (ie., mayor, 

governor, president) play important 

roles.  

 Citizenship is a lifelong endeavor that 

begins with becoming a contributing 

member of the classroom community.  

 Rules and laws are developed to protect 

people’s rights and the security and 

welfare of society.  

 Our government was founded on the 

principles of fairness, equality, and 

respect for diversity as well as the 

common good.  

 It is the responsibility of citizens to 

actively participate in government.  

Skills: 
Students will be able to… 

 Identifying rules and why they keep us 

safe. 

 Creating classroom rules and exercising 

their right to vote.  

 Describing how to be responsible 

classroom citizens and demonstrating 

appropriate behavior.  

 Explaining how authority figures (ie. 

police, judges) keep order in 

communities.  

 Comparing and contrasting the effects 

of treating others fairly and unfairly.  

 Demonstrate an understanding of rules 

by following most classroom routines. 

 Demonstrate responsibility by initiating 

simple classroom tasks and jobs.  

 Demonstrate appropriate behavior 

when collaborating with others.  

 Identify examples of responsible 

citizenship within the school setting.  

 Begin identifying real people and 

fictional characters whom have 

demonstrated responsible leadership 

and citizenship and recognize the 

characteristics that have made them 

good examples.  

 Explain the need for rules, laws, and 

government. 

 

 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 
 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

● E – encouraged 

● T – taught 

● A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy  ET CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  E CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 
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 Credit and Debt Management  E CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing   CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer   CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting   CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

 E CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration   CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation   CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered:  

ELA: RIK.1-10, WK.1-10  

Science: 5.1.4.C.2,3  

Arts: 1.3.2.D.1,2  

Technology: 8.1.2.B.1, 8.1.2.E.1  

21st Century Life/Careers: 9.1.4.A.1-3, 9.1.4.A.5, 9.1.4.C.1, 9.1.4.D.1-3 

 

 

Student Resources 

Primary Source  

Readings 

McGraw Hill Education, Networks Social Studies, Living, 

Learning and Working Together 

 

Secondary Source 

Readings 

 

Supporting Text pages  

Teacher Resources 

Texts: 

Miss Bindergarten Gets Ready For Kindergarten: Joseph Slate  

Citizenship: Lucia Raatma  

Tom Goes To Kindergarten: Margaret Wild  

Respect: Lucia Raatma  

David Goes To School: David Shannon 
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Read aloud trade books Understand Rules  

Officer Buckle and Gloria – Peggy Rathman  

Miss Nelson is Missing – James Marshall  

The Crayon Box that Talked by Shane Derolf  

 

Responsibilities of Citizenship  

Rainbow Fish – Marcus Pfister  

The Giving Tree – Shel Silverstein 

 

Scholastic News and Weekly Reader- student magazine and online resources  

All About Me Booklet- Writer’s Workshop 

All About Me Poster 

Student of the week- sharing and writing 

 

Supplemental Workbooks: 
 

Websites:  
www.learn360.com 

www.pearsonsuccess.net 

www.brainpop.com 

www.brainpopjr.com 

http://bensguide.gpo.gov/ 

http://www.abcya.com/take_a_trip.htm 

http://classroom.jc-schools.net/ss-units/pearsonsuccess.net 

http://www.sfsocialstudies.com/activities.html 

http://learningtogive.org/lessons/unit261/lesson1.html 

http://encyclopedia.kids.net.au/page/am/Amistad 

 

Worksheets: 
 

Videos: 
 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

Research Projects 

Benchmark assessments and quizzes 

Vocabulary assessments and quizzes 

Teacher/Student conferencing  

Pre/Post Assessments 

Other Evidence: 

Pre-Assessments, Formative Assessments, 

Summative Assessments 

Brainstorm rules that are appropriate for the 

classroom in small groups.  

Create a class constitution.  

Present rules and explain why the group’s rules 

http://www.learn360.com/
http://www.pearsonsuccess.net/
http://www.brainpop.com/
http://www.brainpopjr.com/
http://bensguide.gpo.gov/
http://www.abcya.com/take_a_trip.htm
http://classroom.jc-schools.net/ss-units/pearsonsuccess.net
http://www.sfsocialstudies.com/activities.html
http://learningtogive.org/lessons/unit261/lesson1.html
http://encyclopedia.kids.net.au/page/am/Amistad
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Teacher-made rubrics for daily/unit skills 

assessment 

Self-Evaluation rubrics 

Oral assessments 

Anecdotal notes 

Performance Assessments 

Discussions with: teacher, partner, small 

group, whole group 

KWLA Chart: Know, Want to Know, Learn, 

Analyze.  

should be chosen for the class constitution.  

Revise rules after all groups have shared ideas.  

Take a class vote indicating “yea” or “nay” to 

each of the proposed rules.  

Sign rules with the teacher once the rules are 

determined and post for display. Discuss how 

American citizens have the right to vote for the 

person they think will help their country, state, 

or town the best. Hold a mock election using a 

simple ballot box. 

 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

Suggested Learning Resources  

McGraw Hill Networks Social Studies 

Current Events Elementary Magazines; such as Weekly Reader or 

Scholastic News Suggested Learning Events 

Social Studies Journal  

Current Events Share/Journal 

 

Group projects:  

Murals/posters/mobiles/dioramas  

Active Debate 

Philosophical Chairs  

Jigsaw  

Cubing  

 

Role Play:  

Skits, puppets, props/costumes, felt-boards, cut-outs  

 

Projects:  

Diorama, mobile, poster, book, brochure, etc. 

What is a good way to solve a conflict? Discussion of rules and self-

control.  

Role play ways to be a good citizen.  

Foldables introducing new vocabulary. 
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Discuss how American citizens have the right to vote for the person they 

think will help their country, state, or town the best.  

Give examples of when people vote.  

Provide illustrations to show examples of when and where people vote. 

Color pictures to represent and identify elections. 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) reduce/revise assignments & assessments as 

per IEP; provide individual & small group help; notes, and study guides; 

provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language;  provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 
 

Unit 2 - People and Culture 

Suggested Time Frame Approximately 6 weeks 

 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

People & Culture:  1. Thanksgiving Story (Explorers, Native American Culture & Colonial Life) 

2. Multicultural celebrations & traditions  3. Understand how a culture’s ideas & beliefs drive 

their customs & traditions.  

 

American Culture: 1. Civil Rights  2. U.S. Presidents and their contributions (George 

Washington, Abraham Lincoln & current President)  3. National Symbols and Customs 

(American Flag, Bald Eagle, Pledge of Allegiance, Liberty Bell, Statue of Liberty, White House, 

etc.)  

 

*Current events as it relates to the following should be integrated into every Quarter 2 unit 

topic: • Civics, Government, and Human Rights • Active Citizenship in the 21st Century • 

History, Culture, and Perspectives • Geography, People, and the Environment 

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 
6.1.P.D.1: Describe characteristics of oneself, one’s family, and others.  

6.1.P.D.2: Demonstrate an understanding of family roles and traditions.  

6.1.P.D.3: Express individuality and cultural diversity (e.g., through dramatic play).  

6.1.P.D.4: Learn about and respect other cultures within the classroom and community.  

6.1.4.D.16: Describe how stereotyping and prejudice can lead to conflict, using examples from 

the past and present.  

6.1.4.D.18: Explain how an individual’s beliefs, values, and traditions may reflect more than one 

culture.  

6.1.4.D.20: Describe why it is important to understand the perspectives of other cultures in an 

interconnected world. 

 

Enduring Understandings: 

 Native American culture played an 

important role in the history of our 

country.  

 Colonial life differs from life today due 

to advancements.  

 Families gather together to celebrate 

events that are part of their culture and 

religion.  

Essential Questions: 

 How can you explore your world?  

 How does your family celebrate special 

events? 

 How do communities and countries 

celebrate events special to their history? 

 Why do we celebrate America? 

 How do we celebrate America? 

 Why is being a President a big 
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 A culture’s ideas and beliefs drive their 

customs and traditions. 

 

responsibility?  

Knowledge: 

 Timeline: A line that shows when 

events happened. 

 Explorer: A person who goes first to 

find out about a place.  

 Culture: A people’s way of life.  

 Custom: A people’s way of doing 

something.  

 Tradition: A special way of doing 

something.  

 Celebration: A time to be happy about 

something special  

 Holiday: A day to celebrate or 

remember something. 

Skills: 

 Investigating the journeys and history 

of Christopher Columbus and the 

impact his discoveries had on the 

world.  

 Utilizing maps, globes and the compass 

rose to demonstrate and visualize 

Christopher Columbus’ findings.  

 Identifying continents and oceans on 

the Earth.  

 Examining the Native American culture 

and Colonial life by describing the 

varieties of ways that they meet their 

needs (food, clothing, shelter, 

recreation and the arts.)  

 Identifying special family celebrations 

18 (birthdays, anniversaries, weddings, 

family reunions), and how extended 

families gather together to follow 

traditions. 

 Discussion of America, why we 

celebrate, vocabulary (veteran, 

President, etc.) 

 

 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 
 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

● E – encouraged 

● T – taught 

● A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy  ET CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  ET CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  E CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing   CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 
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decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer   CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting   CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

 ET CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration   CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation  ET CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered: 

ELA: RIK.1-10, WK.1-10  

Science: 5.1.4.C.2,3  

Arts: 1.3.2.D.1,2  

Technology: 8.1.2.B.1, 8.1.2.E.1  

21st Century Life/Careers: 9.1.4.A.1-3, 9.1.4.A.5, 9.1.4.C.1, 9.1.4.D.1-3 

 

 

Student Resources 

Primary Source  

Readings 

McGraw Hill Education, Networks Social Studies, Living, 

Learning and Working Together 
 

Secondary Source 

Readings 

 

Supporting Text pages  

Teacher Resources 

Texts: 
 

Supplemental Workbooks: 
 

Websites:  

www.timeforkids.com/TFK/ 

www.scholastic.com 

www.brainpopjr.com 

www.starfall.com 

www.unitedstreaming.com 

http://www.timeforkids.com/TFK/
http://www.scholastic.com/
http://www.brainpopjr.com/
http://www.starfall.com/
http://www.unitedstreaming.com/
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www.nickjr.com 

www.50states.com 

www.storylineonline.net 

www.literacycenter.net 

www.primarygames.com 

www.discovery.com 

www.enchantedlearning.com 

www.discoverkids.com 

www.50states.com 

www.abcya.com 

www.learn360.com 

www.pearsonsuccess.net 

www.brainpop.com 

http://bensguide.gpo.gov/ 

http://www.abcya.com/take_a_trip.htm 

http://classroom.jc-schools.net/ss-units/pearsonsuccess.net 

http://www.sfsocialstudies.com/activities.html 

http://learningtogive.org/lessons/unit261/lesson1.html 

 

Sammy’s Science 

 

Worksheets: 
 

Videos: 
 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

 

 

Other Evidence: 

Benchmark assessments and quizzes 

Vocabulary assessments and quizzes 

Teacher/Student conferencing 

Pre/Post Assessments 

Teacher-made rubrics for daily/unit skills 

assessment 

Self-Evaluation rubrics 

Oral assessments 

Anecdotal notes 

http://www.nickjr.com/
http://www.50states.com/
http://www.storylineonline.net/
http://www.literacycenter.net/
http://www.primarygames.com/
http://www.discovery.com/
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/
http://www.discoverkids.com/
http://www.50states.com/
http://www.abcya.com/
http://www.learn360.com/
http://www.pearsonsuccess.net/
http://www.brainpop.com/
http://bensguide.gpo.gov/
http://www.abcya.com/take_a_trip.htm
http://classroom.jc-schools.net/ss-units/pearsonsuccess.net
http://www.sfsocialstudies.com/activities.html
http://learningtogive.org/lessons/unit261/lesson1.html
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Performance Assessments 

Discussions with: teacher, partner, small 

group, whole group 

KWLA Chart: Know, Want to Know, Learn, 

Analyze 

 

 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

Suggested Learning Events 

Social Studies Journal 

Current Events Share/Journal  

 

Group projects:  

murals/posters/mobiles/dioramas  

Active Debate  

Philosophical Chairs  

Jigsaw • Cubing  

 

Role Play:  

skits, puppets, props/costumes, felt-boards, cut-outs  

 

Projects:  

Diorama, mobile, poster, book, brochure, etc. 

 

Suggested Literature  

Columbus Day: L. Liestman 

Thanksgiving Day: Anne Rockwell  

The Pilgrims’ First Thanksgiving: Ann Mcgovern  

Celebrating: Gwenyth Swain  

I Love My Family: Wade Hudson  

My First Kwaanza: Deborah Chocolate  

Bringing in the New Year: Grace Lin  

 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) reduce/revise assignments & assessments as 

per IEP; provide individual & small group help; notes, and study guides; 

provide background knowledge. 
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English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language;  provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 
 

Unit 3 – Community Helpers & Economic Forces 

Suggested Time Frame Approximately 6 weeks 

 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

 Appreciate the goods and services that exist in our world.  

 Examine the role that interdependence plays in today’s society.  

 People make choices and how we change the environment.  

 Some people have jobs that help in the community.   

 Difference between a need and a want. 

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 
6.1.P.B.2: Identify, discuss, and role-play the duties of a range of community workers.  

6.1.4.C.1: Apply opportunity cost to evaluate individuals’ decisions, including ones made in their 

communities.  

6.1.4.C.2: Distinguish between needs and wants and explain how scarcity and choice influence 

decisions made by individuals, communities, and nations.  

6.1.4.C.4: Describe how supply and demand influence price and output products.  

6.1.4.C.5: Explain the role of specialization in the production and exchange of goods and 

services 

Enduring Understandings: 

 Community helpers and their roles 

impact our daily lives.  

 Goods and services are provided based 

on a community’s needs and wants. 

 

 

Essential Questions: 

 Why are community helpers important?  

 How do people obtain what they need 

and want?  

 How would my life be different if my 

community didn’t have goods and 

services? 

 How do people in a community depend 

on each other?  

 How do we find places? 

Knowledge: 

 Where we live affects how we live.  

 Goods: Things that can be bought or 

sold.  

 Services: Work done for others for 

money.  

 Needs: Things people must have to 

live.  

Skills: 

 Describing important jobs and roles 

that people have in a community. 

 Examining the variety of goods and 

services that are available and how an 

economic system works. 

 Identifying the community helpers in 

our own community.  
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 Wants: Things that people would like 

to have but do not need.  

 Why people work and the difference 

between a need and a want.  

 People make choices. 

 Determining the goods and services 

that families need and want. 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 
 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

● E – encouraged 

● T – taught 

● A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy  ET CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  ET CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management  ET CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  ET CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing  ET CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer  E CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting   CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

 E CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration   CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation  E CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered: 

ELA: RIK.1-10, WK.1-10  

Science: 5.1.4.C.2,3  

Arts: 1.3.2.D.1,2  
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Technology: 8.1.2.B.1, 8.1.2.E.1  

21st Century Life/Careers: 9.1.4.A.1-3, 9.1.4.A.5, 9.1.4.C.1, 9.1.4.D.1-3 

 

 

Student Resources 

Primary Source  

Readings 

 

Secondary Source 

Readings 

 

Supporting Text pages  

Teacher Resources 

Texts: McGraw Hill Education, Networks Social Studies, Living, Learning and Working 

Together 
 

Supplemental Workbooks: 
 

Websites:  

www.timeforkids.com/TFK/  

www.scholastic.com 

www.brainpopjr.com  

www.starfall.com 

www.unitedstreaming.com  

www.nickjr.com  

www.50states.com  

www.storylineonline.net  

www.literacycenter.net  

www.primarygames.com  

www.discovery.com  

www.enchantedlearning.com  

www.discoverkids.com 

www.50states.com  

www.abcya.com  

www.learn360.com  

www.pearsonsuccess.net  

www.brainpop.com  

http://bensguide.gpo.gov/  

http://www.abcya.com/take_a_trip.htm  

http://classroom.jc-schools.net/ss-units/pearsonsuccess.net  

http://www.sfsocialstudies.com/activities.html  

http://learningtogive.org/lessons/unit261/lesson1.html 

 

Sammy’s Science 

 

Worksheets: 
 

http://www.timeforkids.com/TFK/
http://www.scholastic.com/
http://www.brainpopjr.com/
http://www.starfall.com/
http://www.unitedstreaming.com/
http://www.nickjr.com/
http://www.50states.com/
http://www.storylineonline.net/
http://www.literacycenter.net/
http://www.primarygames.com/
http://www.discovery.com/
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/
http://www.discoverkids.com/
http://www.50states.com/
http://www.abcya.com/
http://www.learn360.com/
http://www.pearsonsuccess.net/
http://www.brainpop.com/
http://bensguide.gpo.gov/
http://www.abcya.com/take_a_trip.htm
http://classroom.jc-schools.net/ss-units/pearsonsuccess.net
http://www.sfsocialstudies.com/activities.html
http://learningtogive.org/lessons/unit261/lesson1.html
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Videos: 
 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

 

 

Other Evidence: 

Benchmark assessments and quizzes  

Vocabulary assessments and quizzes 

Teacher/Student conferencing  

Pre/Post Assessments 

Teacher-made rubrics for daily/unit skills 

assessment  

Self-Evaluation rubrics  

Oral assessments  

Anecdotal notes  

Performance Assessments  

Discussions with: teacher, partner, small 

group, whole group  

KWLA Chart: Know, Want to Know, Learn, 

Analyze 

 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

Social Studies Journal 

Current Events Share/Journal  

 

Group projects:  

Murals/posters/mobiles/dioramas  

Active Debate  

Philosophical Chairs  

Jigsaw 28  

Cubing  
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Role Play:  

Skits, puppets, props/costumes, felt-boards, cut-outs  

 

Projects:  

Diorama, mobile, poster, book, brochure, etc. 

 

Suggested Literature: 

The Berenstain Bears Get the Gimmies: Stan & Jan Berenstain  

Jobs People Do: Christopher Maynard  

The Mitten: Jan Brett 

Around Town: Chris K. Soentpiet  

Arthur’s Neighborhood: Marc Brown  

Community Helpers Series: Bridgestone Books  

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) reduce/revise assignments & assessments as 

per IEP; provide individual & small group help; notes, and study guides; 

provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language;  provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 
 

Unit 4 – The Global Community 

Suggested Time Frame Approximately 6 weeks 

 

 

Overview / Rationale 

What is this unit about?  What will students be able to independently use their learning to do? 

 

Students will be able to value the connection between people and nature. 

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results  

Established Goals: 
6.1.P.B.1: Develop an awareness of the physical features of the neighborhood/community. 

6.1.4.B.1: Compare and contrast information that can be found on different types of maps, and 

determine when the information may be useful.  

6.1.P.B.4: Describe how landforms, climate and weather, and availability of resources have 

impacted where and how people live and work in different regions of New Jersey and the United 

States.  

6.1.4.B.5: Describe how human interaction impacts the environment in New Jersey and the 

United States.  

6.1.4.B.8: Compare ways people chose to use and divide natural resources.  

6.1.4.B.9: Relate advances in science and technology to environmental concerns, and to actions 

taken to address them. 

 6.1.4.C.9: Compare and contrast how access to an use of resources affects people across the 

world differently 

Enduring Understandings: 

 People impact the environment.  

 Aesthetic beauty impacts people of the 

earth. 

 

Essential Questions: 

 What kind of ecosystems can you find 

on Earth and why do we need to protect 

them?  

 How can you help protect the 

environment? 

Knowledge: 
Students will know…  

 Valley: Low land between hills.  

 Mountain: The highest kind of land.  

 Plain: Land that is mostly flat.  

 Hill: Land that rises above the land 

around it.  

 River: A stream of water that flows 

across the land.  

 Lake: A body of water that has land all 

around it.  

 Ocean: Avery large body of salty water.  

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

 Describing the impact that people have 

on the environment.  

 Identifying the responsibilities of the 

global community to protect and 

preserve Earth’s resources.  

 Utilizing map skills to identify 

landforms (valley, mountain, plain, hill) 

and waterways (stream, river, lake, 

ocean) on Earth.  

 Identifying the continents and oceans 
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 Natural Resource: Anything that people 

can use that comes from the 

environment.  

 Recycle: To use things again. Reduce: 

To use less.  

 Litter: To leave trash on the ground.  

 Pollution: Anything that makes the air, 

land, or water dirty. 

on a map or globe.  

 Describing how children can help to 

protect the Earth. 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 
 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

● E – encouraged 

● T – taught 

● A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy  ET CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  ET CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  ET CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing  ET CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer  ET CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting  ET CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

 ET CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration   CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation  ET CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Other standards covered: 
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ELA: RIK.1-10, WK.1-10  

Science: 5.1.4.C.2,3  

Arts: 1.3.2.D.1,2  

Technology: 8.1.2.B.1, 8.1.2.E.1  

21st Century Life/Careers: 9.1.4.A.1-3, 9.1.4.A.5, 9.1.4.C.1, 9.1.4.D.1-3 

 

 

Student Resources 

Primary Source  

Readings 

 

Secondary Source 

Readings 

 

Supporting Text pages  

Teacher Resources 

Texts: McGraw Hill Education, Networks Social Studies, Living, Learning and Working 

Together 
 

Supplemental Workbooks: 
 

Websites:  

www.timeforkids.com/TFK/  

www.scholastic.com  

www.brainpopjr.com  

www.starfall.com  

www.unitedstreaming.com  

www.nickjr.com  

www.50states.com  

www.storylineonline.net 

www.literacycenter.net  

www.primarygames.com  

www.discovery.com  

www.enchantedlearning.com  

www.discoverkids.com  

www.50states.com  

www.abcya.com  

 

 Sammy’s Science 

 

Worksheets: 
 

Videos: 
 

 

 

http://www.timeforkids.com/TFK/
http://www.scholastic.com/
http://www.brainpopjr.com/
http://www.starfall.com/
http://www.unitedstreaming.com/
http://www.nickjr.com/
http://www.50states.com/
http://www.storylineonline.net/
http://www.literacycenter.net/
http://www.primarygames.com/
http://www.discovery.com/
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/
http://www.discoverkids.com/
http://www.50states.com/
http://www.abcya.com/
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Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

 

 

Other Evidence: 

Benchmark assessments and quizzes  

Vocabulary assessments and quizzes  

Teacher/Student conferencing 

Pre/Post Assessments  

Teacher-made rubrics for daily/unit skills 

assessment  

Self-Evaluation rubrics  

Oral assessments  

Anecdotal notes  

Performance Assessments  

Discussions with: teacher, partner, small 

group, whole group  

KWLA Chart: Know, Want to Know, Learn, 

Analyze 

 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 

Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

Suggested Learning Events  

Social Studies Journal 

Current Events Share/Journal  

 

Group projects:  

Murals/posters/mobiles/dioramas  

Active Debate  

Philosophical Chairs  

Jigsaw • Cubing  

 

Role Play:  

Skits, puppets, props/costumes, felt-boards, cut-outs  

 

Projects:  
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Diorama, mobile, poster, book, brochure, etc.  

 

Suggested Literature  

Recycle That!: Fay Robinson  

Our Earth: Anne Rockwell  

The Whole World In Your Hands: Melvin & Gilda Berger  

Me On The Map: Joan Sweeney  

Maps and Mapping: Barbara Taylor  

Let’s Investigate Marvelously Meaningful Maps: Madelyn Wood Carlisle 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) reduce/revise assignments & assessments as 

per IEP; provide individual & small group help; notes, and study guides; 

provide background knowledge. 

 

English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language;  provide 

bilingual partner when appropriate; provide cooperative learning 

opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids & manipulatives. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, 

frequent check-ins by teacher, study guides, notes, etc. 

 

Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity involving 

demonstrating knowledge, deeper research to answer a higher level 

question, or complimentary assignment. 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 

 

 


